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AnWAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Thed^vastre, 
in  the  County  of  V/est  Suffolk^  for  the  year  ending 

31  st  December,  1  938, 


Public  Health  Offices, 

V/ e  s  t  ga  t  s  H  ous  e , 

V/estgate  Street, 

Bury  St,  Edmund^  s. 
June*  1  939* 


To :  - 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Gcuncil  of  Thedwastre. 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Herev/ith  I  beg  to  submit  fov  your 
favourable  consideration  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1  938* 

Outstanding  among  the  many  events 
which  served  to  make  '938  a  memorable  year  for  the  District 
were  the  ’'September  Crisis",  the  personal  visit  of  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Hounsfield. 

I  am,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  CItVYTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OITICEBS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


r\ 

^  • 


Ci  HO-HSPIELD,  lhR.C.3.  (Er.g.  L, R.  0 .  P.  (Lond.  ) . 

Retired  June  30th«  1938. 


A  Council  Minute  of  npril  7th,  1938.,  serves  to 
record  officially  and  pernanently  the  appreciation 
of  the  Council  of  Dr,  Kounsf ield’ s  services  for 
the  benefit  of  Thedv/as trcj  tliroughcut  the  vhcle 
tuonty  years  of  his  appoin'h.iQnti 


ROBERT  HOCxG  CLAYIOIA  M.B.,  B.S.,  B*Hy.,  D.P.  H.  , 

Appointed  July  1st,  1938. 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  HevviTiarko t  Urban, 

Mildenhall,  Gosford,  and  Thingoe 
Rural  Districts  and 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

West  Suffolk, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspecto r. 


Oswald  J.  Wyatt,  M. 
Poods  Certificate, 
Building  Surveyor, 


S.I.A,,  A.  R.  San,  I.,  Ivleat  and  Other 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute;  also 
Housing  Manager,  and  Petroleum  and 


Exx)losives  Officer^ 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

U  R 1 V ' .yn  Jones,  0 e r t .  S .  I , B , 


SEGTIOH  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


1 .  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  ♦ ,  • 

R e g i s  t !•  a  r  G c' no r a  1  ’  s  e s  t  ima  t e;  of  t he 
resident  population,  mid-1938 


•  • « 


Number  of  inliabited  houses  (end  of  1  938) 
according  to  Rato  Book  ... 


Rateable  Value. 


34 j I  26  acres. 

7,691  . 

$,  ii47. 
’3,783. 


Suio  reijres exited  by  a  peniry  rate.  B99* 

The  area  has  twenty  villages,  and  is  divided  for  the 

moat  part  into  small  faimis  few  of  which  are  over  300  acres  in 
area.  Thc:r0  has  been  very  little  unemployment,  those  who  are 
not  employed  on  farms  being  absorbed  by  the  Bacon  factory,  the 
brickworks,  the  building  trades  and  the 


various  gravel  pits. 


«  % 


■*  • 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TRE.  ^^SAR. 


Total  M  P 


,1  Jl  /"> 

1  i  a 

58 

54)Birth  rate  per  1  ,000  of 

the 

p 

- 

2) estimated  resident 

population 

14.8 

0 

6)Rate  per  1  ,000  total 

• 

-) ( 1 i ve  and  s  till ) b i r ths 

50*0 

LIVE  (LegitinTate 
BIRTHS, (lllagiti ma  t  o 


STILL  (Legitimate 
BIRT^(  Illegitimate 

DEATHS i  79  39  4®  Death  rate  per  1  ,000  of 

the  eatimitecL  resident 
population; - 
CRUDE 
CORRECTED 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERiRTOlL  CAUSES  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Re gi s  t  ra r  Cene  ra  1  hs  S ho  r*t  List)  :  - 


10o 

7.6 


o 

.  ^ 


No  29  I'uerperal  Gepsi; 

No  30  Other  Pueri:)eral  Causes 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births • 

Nil  “  Nil 

Nil  Nil 


«  • 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INEDANTS  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1 ,#00  live  hirths 
Legitimate  infant^  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

I 

niegi  tirnate  infants  loer  'I  ,000  illegitimate  live  births 
DEATHS  FROM;-.  GAN'CBR  (All  ages) 


V,  7^  f  f  «  T  lT' 

laCijH.obno 


WHOOPING- 


w 


26.3 

26.6 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

-r  * 

ni.L 


COUCH 

DIAIiRHOEA  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 

The  Death  Rates  above  are  estimated  on  the  Regis trar 
General^s  figures  v/hich  are  identical  with  those  prepared  looall:/, 
The  following  table  indicatoG  the  site  of  the  growths 
and  the  ages  and  sex  of  tiie  13  persons  who  died  from  Cancer 


during  19381-* 


•••— IvlALEG—*” 


— FELIaLBS— 


Site  of  Pd'owth# 

No,  of 

0 

• 

0 

Ages  iy.urs) 

deaths. 

A£0S  (years) 

deaths , 

Digestive  Tract* 
Liver  and 

3 

/4  »89  >42, 

3 

73V6,37. 

Gallbladder, 

Reproductive 

1 

60  • 

.  3 

84  5  6  3  J  8  2)  • 

48, 

0  rgans « 

1 

Urinary  System 

_  1 

66. 

- 

Sarcoma  (Eyeball) 

1 

39. 

- 

- 

-  /j. 


T1i6  following  t3,biilat6d.  information  from  records 
of  the  past  twenty  years  is  of  considerable  interest  and 
significance: - 


Year. 

Population, 

Deaths 

T  0  b  a  1 

Orude 

Number 

under 

Deaths 

Death 

of 

1  yea.r* 

« 

Rate. 

Births 

1  938 

7691 

7"> 

'I  ''0  0  ~7 

!  V  >  a.  ( 

114 

1937 

7688 

1  02 

1  5.2 

1  08 

-i  936 

771  4 

( 

1  O'; 

1  3 . 43 

1  04 

1935 

7749 

8  3 

1 1.35 

1  06 

1934 

7320 

6 

92 

1  -1 . 76 

99 

1933 

7858 

t 

d- 

132 

-  1  8.  79 

102 

1  932 

8000 

6 

1  ; 

13.55 

111 

1931 

8031 

1  27 

15.81 

110 

1930 

8040 

3 

95 

1 1 . 31 

1  04 

1  929 

8398 

8 

98 

11.66 

134 

1  926 

6372 

"7 

U 

1  a 

i  1 1-,- 

13.61 

103 

1927 

8301 

7 

11  9 

1  4. 34 

1  23 

1  926 

8197 

4 

99 

1  2,07 

1  24 

1925 

8460 

6 

1  Oh 

12.29 

144 

1924 

8463 

11 

97 

11,47 

135 

1923 

8480 

8 

1  24 

1  4,  62 

159 

1  922 

8493 

13 

107 

12,.  59 

135 

1  921 

8420 

6 

83 

10.4 

187 

1920 

8513 

7 

91 

10.68 

200 

1919 

8528 

9 

114 

13.92 

175 

Despite  the 

slight 

increase 

recorded  in 

the  nur 

of  inhabitants  during  the  yeary  the  _,.0uLila tioii  in  i  93Q  is  only 
9CrS  of  the  population  in  1919.  TiiG  average 


1  91 

0 

^  # 

1- 

aver  a 

1  92 

3  ' 

.a  1  1,.^  1 

,  whi 

of 

the 

1  -C!  f- 

five 

1  a  t  the  a ve  r a  ge 


years  is  1  Ud  -  .an 
average  decrease  of  75  per  year  or*  a  reduction  to  5Slt* 

To  understand  the  signiricance  of  this  decline,  it 
might  be  said  that  whoreaSj'had  all  survived,  the  906  children 
born  in  1  91  9  -*  1  923  potentially  rcprese-iited  453  married  couples 
in  a  few  years  time,  the  526  children  born  in  the  past  five 
years  represented  merely  a  potential  264  marriages  in  another 
twenty  years. 

That  the  population  of  the  District  will  steadily 
decline  appears  unavoidable. 

It  is  all  the  more  gratifying,  therefore,  to  note 
thab  the  Death  Da  be  for  1  933  is  a  new  low  record  and  that  a 
gradual  saving  of  the  lives  of  infants  is  apparent.  (Duri.ng 
the  five  years  1919  1  923  the  average  number  of  deaths  unde’r 


r 


^  f 


...V* 


A 


one  year  was  9,  whilst  in  the  last  five  years  it  was  4)4 
study  of  the  tables  which  follow  will  reveal,  as  recorded 
above,  that  in  1938  three  infants  died  (each  from  congenital 
defects,  two  on  the  day  of  their  birth).  Only  two  further 
deaths  occurred  of  persons  under  42  years  of  age>  and  one  of 
these  was  caused  by  an  accident  in  which  a  youth  of  23  was 
thrown  from  his  motor  bicycle. 

The  District  Birth  Rate  (14*8)  is  higher  than  in 
1937  (14*4),  but  below  that  of  England  and  V/ales  (15#1).  Our 
low  Birth  Rate  is  indicative  of  the  higher  average  age  of  our 
population  than  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  -  a  point 
furthcjr  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Corrected  Death  Rate 
(7*6)  is  only  0.74  of  the  Crude  Death  Rate  (10.3)* 

The  Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  is  11,6,  so  our 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (7. .6)  emphasised  that  1933  was  a  most 
satisfactory  year. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
in  our  District  (26,3)  compares  very  favourably  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales  (33)* 

+  Part  of  this  improvement  is  apparent  rather  than 
real  because  as  mentioned  before  the  total  births  are  only  59^ > 
therefore  less  children  arc  at  risk. 
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P 

H 

mi 
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4 
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Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

4m 

mm 

mm 

. 

Measles 

•• 

— 

mm 

• 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

** 

•s 

«i» 

mm 

<4* 

mm 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

4* 

Diphtheria 

lit 

mUk 

•# 

— 

mm 

•i« 

Influenza 

— 

mi 

— 

mm 

4# 

i’ 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•4 

- 

• 

40 

»*• 

Cerehro -Spinal  Fever 

> 

w 

- 

•4 

44 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

—  ■ 

L 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

iti 

40 

- 

imrn 

Syphilis 

A 

k. 

- 

mi0 

'  - 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  ccC 

it 

U 

U 

— 

Cancer 

■J. 

1 

5 

7 

:^3 

Diabetes 

4. 

- 

•? 

mm 

«■» 

4*. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

• 

• 

1 

2 

3 

Heart  Disease 

- 

* 

- 

- 

2 

22 

44 

Aneurysm 

«# 

mm 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

mm 

mm- 

9 

9 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

mm 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

mm 

• 

mm 

mm 

- 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

m 

.r 

- 

mm 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

- 

• 

- 

mm 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

m 

mm 

1 

- 

i 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

- 

«p» 

<#• 

- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

- 

«• 

- 

•• 

- 

2 

2 

Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 

- 

mm 

mm 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

mm 

— 

•• 

— 

mm 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Congenital  Debility  ^Premature 

3 

4r* 

m 

mm 

3 

Births  etc# 

m 

mm 

— 

— 

mm 

Senility 

mm 

— 

mm 

• 

— 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

•• 

•• 

••• 

Other  Violence 

mm 

mm 

1 

i 

i 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

—  ' 

— 

mm 

— 

1 

2  , 

3 

6 

i 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unloiown 

r* 

r»- 

mm 

1 

TOTALS . 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 
MALES* 


Typho  i  d  <-cnd  P a  ra  1 5rp'ho-id  'PT: v  e fs  ■ 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

^/Vho oping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  &c 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Diseases  of  Liver 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  Causes 
Congenital  DebilityjP remature 
Births  etc* 

Senility 

Suicide 

Other  Violence 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ' 


TOTALS. 


Deaths  at  the  Sub-joined 
ages  of  MALE  RESIDENTS 
whether  OQ,curring  in  or 
beyond  District*' . 
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CAUSES  OP  DE^iTHS. 

FEMALES. 

Deaths  at  the  i 
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43 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


(ii) 

(a)  LABORATORY  FAGILITIEn. 

As  in  proviouG  years,  use  has  heen  made  of 
the  Bast  Suffolk  County  Laboratory,  Ipsv/ich,  for  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  examinations.  The  bacteriologist  is  H.M,  Cade,  Esq,, 
M.R.G,S.,  L,R.C*Pi,  D,P.H, 

(b)  AtIBULANGE  FACILITIES. 

Two  ambulanco-s  owned  by  the  Red  Cross  Society, 
Bury  Stk  Edmund*s,  are  the  only  airbulances  available  in  the 
District,  other  than  those  attached  to  the  Isolation  Hospiral 
which  are,  of  course,  used  exclusively  for  Infectious  Disease 
cases • 


These  ambulances  have  been  adequate  for  the 
removal  of  patients  from  their  homes  to  hospitals  throughout 


the  year  # 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  .HOME, 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  Voluntary  Nursing 
Associations^  Their  nurses  also  undertake  Midwifery,  Health 
Visiting  and  Public  Assistance  Work  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council  wliich  makes  Grants  to  the  various  Associations. 

All  our  parishes  enjoy  these  services. 

(d)  CLINICS. 


The  nearest  clinics 
for  School  Children,  Maternity 
Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disea 
the  County  Council  ai:  Bui’y  ^Jt. 


available  to  our  population 
and  Infant  Welfare  Work, 
ses  are  those  conducted  by 
Edmund*  s • 


(e)  HOSPITALS . 

The  Stowmarkot  Isolation  Hospital  receives  our 
Infectious  Disease  cases. 


10 


U;-;h  . 


i. 


; 


--• 


.  Two  items  taken  from  Dr.  Houasfield*s  AnnuaX 
Report  of  19i9>  Pages  k  &  5  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress 
already  made  in  Hospital  Acconimodation. 

’'There  is  nearly  always  in  this  District  a 
difficulty  in  getting  cases  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
general  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and  often  want 
of  co-operation  in  the  Medical  Practitioner  concerned”. 

’’Two  deaths  have  taken  place  in  the  Isolation 
Hospital  this  year,  and  I  would  like  to  remind  the  3  Councils 
concerned  that  wo  are  still  without  a  Mortuary;  the  difficulty 

I 

arising  from  this  fact  can  easily  be  imagined. 

There  is  no  bathroom,  either  for  patients 
or  staff.  There  is  no  provision  for  artificial  light* 
except  by  means  of  oil  lamps”. 

The  reception  given  me  by  inhabitants  of  this 
District  as  the  successor  to  Dr,  Hounsfield  and  the  ready  and 
valuable  co-6peration  of  the  Local  Medical  Practitioners 
confirms  that  Dri  Hounsfield  was  well  able  to  surmount  his 
difficultiesi 

The  County  Council  is  actively  engaged  in 
preparing  for  their  new  Isolation  Hospital,  which  v/ill  servo 
the  whole  of  West  Suffolk  with  the  exception  of  Hewmarket 
Urban  District,  There  are  many  advantages  to  be  guined  by 
having  one  Isolation  Hospital  to  serve  the  County  in  peace 
time  and  certainly  if  hostilities  should  occur  a  central 
Isolation  Hospital  would  greatly  assist  administration. 


SECTION  Q. 

SANITARY  CIRGUMC^rnHCEC  OP  THE  AREA. 

(i)  WATER. 

The  onl3^  piped  water  supx)ly  in  the  District  is 
a  private  supply  at  Godding  drawn  from  a  bored  well,  which 


supplies  a  dozen  houses. 


-  11  ^ 


■4 


i  ’ 


1 


Hv*  I 


There  can  he  little  douht  that  the  Council 
is  hindered  in  its  desire  to  provide  further  piped  supplies 
hy  the  absence  of  financial  assistance  for  sewerage  schemes 

The  advent  of  piped  water  supplies  in  some 
villages  would  make  the  present  unsatisfactory  sewerage 
position  intolerable* 


The  chief  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  area 

©r 

are  dug/bored  v/ells*  All  but  a  few  isolated  families  have 
been  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining  their  drinking 
water  from  ponds  or  ditches*  A  bored  well  has  been  sunk 
at  Crownlands,  Walsham-le-lYillows  to  make  a  supply  available 
to  the  houses  in  that  vicinity; 

19  samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  by  Messrs 
Sutton  and  Phillips,  Ltd*  Following  adverse  reports  on  eight 
of  these  samples  steps  were  taken  to  cleanse  seven  of  the  wells 
concerned,  and  to  discontinue  the  use  of  water  for  domes t if 
purposes  from  the  remaining  well* 


(ii)  DRiilNAGE  AlID  SEWAGE. 

The  difficult  position  apparent  for  mary  years 
with  regard  to  Drainage  and  Dewage  remains  -  that  is  to  say 
many  houses  have  no  drainage  systemcj  whilst  •thers  have  drains 
which  discharge  into  ditches  or  cesspools*  Cesspools  or  soak- 
aways  in  the  clay  soil  fail  to  function  not  only  in  private 
houses  but  also  in  some  of  the  older  type  of  Council  Houses 
such  as  v/e  possess  at  Elmswcll  and  Norton# 

This  difficult  iDosition  is  a  source  of  real 
anxiety  to  this  Neceiotion  Area#  Villages  have  been  visited 
and  surveyed  by  members  of  the  Council  who  are  thoroughly  con¬ 
versant  with  the  existing  conditions  and  who,  after  every  possible 
exploration,  are  unable  to  devise  a  satisfactory  method  to  ov>^r- 
come  the  financial  difficulties. 
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Until  Exchequer  Aid  becomes  available 
important  extension  of  sewerage  is  beyond  the  District’s 
financial  resources  5  indeed  it  would  be  cheaper  in  some 
instances  to  rebuild  the  whole  village  to  a  new  plan  at 
a  more  suitable  site  rather  than  to  attempt  to  introduce 
water  supplies 5  drainage  and  sev/age  works  into  existing 
Parishes o 

2 •  RIMERS  ADD  STREAMS. 

As  indicated  above  several  houses  discharge 
their  drainage  direct;L3'  into  ditches  or  streams.  The 
remedy,  proper  sewerage  schemes,  is  beyond  the  District. 
Meanwhile  the  nuisance  is  kept  as  inoffensive  as  possible 
by  preventing  accuramulations  in  streams  running  through 
picturesque  village  streets. 

3,  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOimiQDATION. 

11  Privy  Vaults  v/ere  converted  to  Pail  Closets 
during  1938  and  3  Pail  Closets  to  Water  Closets. 

A  fair  estimate  of  the  closet  accommodation  of 
the  District  v/ould  be  200  vv'ater  closets,  1 800  pail  closets 
and  290  privies o 

(  i i )  PUBLIC  CLBANSINGr . 

Beca^ise  in  some  cases  the  present  method  of  leaving 
each  occupier  to  make  his  own  arrangements  for  public  cleansing 
imposes  difficulty  on  old  persons  or  persons  with  restricted 
gardens  and  also  gives  rise  to  accumrnulation  of  rubbish  on  the 
outskirts  of  villages,  a  detailed  report  on  a  direct  labour 
scheme  of  public  cleansing  was  presented  to  the  Council. 

Whilst  obliged  to  defer  such  a  scheme  the  Council 
realising  difficulties  have  effected  some  improvement  by 
consulting  Parish  Councils. 

(iii)  SiiUITARY  ILSPECTIQN  OP  THE  AREA. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Wyatt 
who  has  greatly  facilitated  mj^  duties  in  Thedwastre. 

Mr.  Wyatt  has  supplied  the  following  Tabular 
Statement  on  the  work  of ,  Mr.  Jones  and  himself. 
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SUMMi'iRY  OP  VISITS  PAID  IN  19^8^ 


Housing 

Public  Heal  til  Acts 
Factories  Acts 
Workshops 
Workplaces 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Butchers  Shops 
Slaughterhouses 
Shops  ^xcts 
Schools 
Bacon  Factory 
Infectious  Diseases 

Water  Samples  (hogative  11, positive 

Drain  Tests  (  "  i -] 

Milk.. SafnpJ.es  (  "  2  '' 

Rent  Collection 
Clerk  of  Works 
Building  Surveyor 
Petroleum  Act 
Ovmers  interviewed 
Offensive  trades 
Complaints 
Pish  Shops 

Tents, Vans,  Sheds  etci 
Others 


989 

34 

3 

14 

4 
234 

36 
523 
497 

13 

i 

350 

15 
19 
19 

3 

2,513 

323 

76 

37 
85 

4 
57 

i 

12 

1,238 


TOTiiL 

7,100 

1IUI3.JWES  AI'TD  DEFECTS  FOUHD. 

Defective  House  Roof 

103 

Dampnes  s 

419 

Defective  Wall  Plaster 

79 

Defective  Ceilings 

151 

Defective  External  Walls 

53 

Defect ive  Chiraiie ya 

15 

Defective  Windows 

141 

Defective  Stairs 

88 

Defective  Fire  I^lacos 

89 

Defective  Floors 

69 

Defective  Doors 

21 

Lack  of  Pantry 

18 

Insufficient  light  &  ventilation 

308 

Defective  Eaves  gutters  &  CLOwns'pouts 

32 

Defective  Drains 

14 

Insuff'ic'io-nt  paving  of  Yards 

78 

Defective  and/or  insufficient  Closet 

73 

Defective  Water  Appliances 

12 

0  V  e  r  c  row  d  in  g 

2 

Other  Defects 

55 

Defective  Coppers 

32 

TO  Ti'A 

1 ,858 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  .JIEA* 
(a)  lJumhor  of  promises  visited  or  r-.visited; 


(h)  (i)  ilumber  of 
Number  of 
(ii)  Number  of 
Number  of 


informal  notices  served 
informal  notices  complied  wuth 
statutory  notices  served 
stautojv/  notices  complied  with 
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7,100 

188 

179 

34 

19 


1 
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Factory  Act^  1937* 


The  few  Factories  in  the  area  include  a  large 
Bacon  Factory,  a  Flower-pot  Factory,  Printing  Works ,  Two 
Brickworks,  Pat  Refining  and  Glue  Factory,  an  Egg  Depot 
and  other  small  workshops  connected  with  the  building 
trades  and  with  the  agricultural  industry  together  with 
13  Bakehouses* 

Inspections  were  made  as  under  hut  no  defects 


were  found: - 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  3 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  50 

Other  Premises  4 

TOTAL  57 


A  Conference  was  arranged  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  my  five  Districts  and  Miss  D.  McWilliam,  H.M, 
Inspector  of  Factories  at  which  was  discussed  the  re q.iii remen ts 
of  the  Factory  Act,  1937*  Wo  received  very  detailed  informati 
from  H.M.  Inspector  at  this  Conference* 

(iv)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES, 

There  are  few  large  shops  within  the  District, 
businesses  being  of  the  *  one  man*  type*  The  usual  methods 
of  heating  are  Oil  Stoves,  Coal  Stoves  and  Electric  Fires* 
Ventilation  is  generally  by  means  of  a  fanlight.  Where 
Assistants  are  employed  they  generally  use  the  living  q.uarters 
for  washing  and  for  taking  meals*  Closet  accommodation  is  of 

the  pail  type*  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Act  during 
the  past  year* 

(v)  CAMPING  SITES. 

The  Council  have  considered  under  what  conditions 
they  are  prepared  to  license  sites  for  moveable  dwellings* 
During  the  year  two  moveable  dv/ellings  were  licensed. 


(yjj)  SMOKE  ABAIEiviEKT. 


All  premises  in  the  area  have  "been  conducted 
during  the  year  v/ithout  smoke  nuisance# 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATK3  hhP  PQOLG> 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  ov/ned 
Swimming  Baths  open  to  the  puhlic  within  tlie  area# 
(viii)  ERADICi.TIQN  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  complaints  of  Bed  Bugs  in  Council  or 
other  houses  have  been  received, 

4.  SCHOOLS, 


'.There  are  17  public  Elementary  Sclmols  in  the 
District  all  of  which  are  periodically  inspected.  The  Water 
Supplies  are  chiefly  from  Wells,  and  Closet  Accomm.odation 
is  of  the  shallow  privy  type. 


In  view  of  the  iJroposed  scheme  to  concentrate 
schools  into  larger  centralised  buildings,  the  County  Educatio 
Authority  are  naturally  reluctant  to  incur  a  large  expense  on 
Schools  likely  shortly  to  be  disused.  They  have,  however, 
promptly  attended  to  minor  and  urgent  matters  brought  to  the 
notice  of  their  officials  throughout  the  year. 

The  necessary  co-operation  with  the  County  School 


Medical  S 
premises 


ervice  was  ma.intained  and  disinfection 
carried  out  when  required. 


of  School 


1 
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SECTION  D* 


HOUSING, 

^  (0  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (uiider  Public  Health  or 
Housing  ^icts)  5OO 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  989 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  (included  under 

sub -head  (I)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations  i925*  474 

(t)  Nimnber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  98I 

(3)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  hunan  habitation  23 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  t'^  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  213 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notice4 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  their  Officers  I63 

3#  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year»- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9#  IQ  and  I6  of 

the  Housing  Act  9  195^*  ’  ' 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice:- 

(a^  By  Ov/ners  19 

(b)  By  Local' Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts, 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  'be 

remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  dofect’e. 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal, -notices 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Hous i ng  Act 1936 » 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  37 

(b)  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  relet  for 

human  habitation  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  14 
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(d)  Proceedings  imdei?  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act,19'56, 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 


Nil 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
v/ene  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit. 


Nil 


k*  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  --  Overcrowding. 


(a)(i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


16 
1 6 
115 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 


during  the  year 


2 


(c)(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


27 

186 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  having  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding 


Nil 


(e) 


At  the  end  of  1938  'tb.e  Council  owned  258 


Houses.  64  of  these  houses  were  erected  in  1938  -  21 
to  aba'ce  overcrowding  and  43  to  replace  those  condenmed 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

It  is  hoped  to  abate  the  remaining  16  cases  of 
overcrowding  in  1939* 

Ihe  Housing  Committee  made  many  inspections 
during  1938  v/hich  resulted  in  several  cottages  being 
condemned  as  unfit  and  others  being  scheduled  for  future 
inspection. 


The  personal  visit  of  the  Minister  of  Health 


to  our  District  when  ho  explained  the  Housing  (Financial 
Provisions)  Act  to  a  Conference  of  East  Anglia  Ru^'al 
District  Councils,  together  with  the  admitted  ’’drift  from 
the  land”  and  the  decline  in  our  population  has  caused  a 
thorough  probing  of  the  Housing  position.  As  a  result  the 
Gauncil  have  decided  on  a  Five  Year  Programme  to  build  56 
houses  per  year,  but  in  1939  this  figure  will  be  increased 
to  70  to  meet  the  Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance  demands. 
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SECTIOH  E. 


INSPECTION  MW  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  milk  supply  of  the  area  is  derived  chiefly 
from  local  p5?oducers  v/ho  also  send  a  fair  amount  of  their  milk 
out  of  the  District.  There  are  113  cowkeepers,  retail  purveyors 
and  wholesale  producers  in  the  District; 

The  improvement  in  the  production  of  milk  has  hoen 
maintained,  and  the  majority  of  the  producers  are  very  l^een  to 
produce  a  clean  milk.  234  inspections  of  cowsheds  for  supervision 
of  hoth  the  cowsheds  themselves  and  of  the  methods  employed  therein 


were  made* 

Three  samples  of  milk  wore  taken  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  and  tuberculosis  examination  and  of  these  1  contained 
B.Coli,  but  ni  tubercle  bacilli.  The  other  samples  had  very  low 
bacterial  content* 

M  IvIEAT  AND  OTHER  FOQLtl* 

There  are  4  licensed  and  9  registered  slaughterhouses 

N 

and  a  large  Bacon  Factory  v/ithin  the  District,  all  of  which  are 
kept  very  clean  b^^  the  butiiers.  Owing  to  the  amount  of  business 
carried  on  at  the  Bacon  Factory,  four  days  of  each  week  were 
devoted  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  inspection  of  carcases 


there* 


The  estimate 
private  slaughterhouses  i 


d  number  of  animals 
3  as  follows 


slaughtered  at 


the 


Beasts 

... 

■  624 

Bulls 

... 

None 

Gov/s 

•  * . 

None 

Calves 

... 

20 

She  ep 

•  »  1 

270 

Pigs 

•  •• 

1  .out 

T«tal  visits  to  slaughterhouses  and  butcher^ s  shops 


102«. 


“*  ‘  .7  •• 


•  *  • 


$ 


I 


»  * 

I  V  i 


5'' 


$ 


4 


Gondemed  Meat#  (Slaughterhouses*) 


Pork#  14  Carcases  -  12  Swine  Fever,  1  Pne-amoiaia,  1  Moribund 
Total  Weight  (all  causes)  1 >595  Ihs# 

Beef.  1  Generalised  T.B.  carcass 

Total  Weight  (all  causes)  651  Ihs. 

Condemned  Meat.  (Bacon  Factory.) 

Tubercular  Heads  6,492.  Weight  90,888  lbs. 

Diseased  Carcases  321.  Weight  42,215  lbs. 

T^tal  V/eight  of  condemned  meat  133,103  lbs. 


Total  number  of  visits  to  the  Factory  350« 


Number  of  Pigs  slaughtered 
Condemned  Offals. 


Diseased  Kidneys 
Diseased  Plucks 
Diseased  Pats 


U,152. 

2,422. 

288. 


64>157. 

Weight  5»192  lbs. 
Weight  1 9 i 376  lbs • 
Weight  864  lbs. 


Diseased  Intestines  2,071 •• 

Total  Weight  25,432  lbs 4 


The  general  causes  of  condemnation  werel-  Kidneys l ; ^nephritis 
Plucks .. .pneumonia 5  pleurisy  and  tuberculosis*  Pats  and 
intestines .  tuberculosis  and  inflammation. 


Carcase  Condemnations. 


Generalised  Tuberculosis 

148 

Pyaemia 

6 

Pneuraonia 

10 

Pleurisy 

30 

Peritonitis 

7 

Septicaemia 

! 

Swine  Fever 

1  5 

Swine  Erysipelas 

1 

Moribund 

6 

Fevered 

49 

Jaundiced 

7 

T.B.  and  Urticaria 

T.B.  and  Emaciation 

6 

T.B.  and  Pleurisy 

8 

T.B.  and  Pneumonia 

T.B.  and  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

n 

fL 

Malignant  Oedema 

2 

Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

11 

Mastitis 

1 

Suffocated 

1 

s 

Arthritis 

3 

Hydra emia 

A 

1 

20 


TOTiiL 


Qarcasi.>g 


9 


^  f  jf 


4' 


TOTAL  WEIGHT, 


Carcases  42j,2i5  l"bs. 
Heads  90^888  IIds, 
Offals  25,432  ILs. 
Total.  158,535  ILs* 


19^6, 

1958, 

Pigs  Slaughtered 

69,988. 

58,353. 

64,1 57^ 

Condemned  Heads 

5,712. 

5,308. 

6,492. 

Condemned  Carcases 

337. 

336. 

321 . 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEIv'INED. 


Cattle 
.exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
and  . 
Lambs 

Pigs, 

i 

I 

Numher  killed  624 

- 

20 

270 

65,19'? 

Humher  inspected  615 

 1  7 . .  

..23* 

65.120 

(All  diseases  except " 

Tuherculosis) 

Whole  carcases  conderaied 

- 

- 

171 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  7 

1 

4,340 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

{ 

«p* 

6^6% 

(Tuberculosis  only,) 

1 

i 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

m0 

146 

I 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  5 

I 

6,656 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  *9% 

- 

- 

10,2';o 

(0)  ADULTER.\TION.  ETC. 

The  County  Council* s  Inspector  of  Pood  and  Drugs 
carries  out  the  duties  in  connection  with  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Acts, 


I 


.  j 


J 


■  \ 


(d)  CHSMICAL  AND  BACTERIQLOaiCAL  EKAJIINATION  OF  FOOD. 

We  did  not  require  the  services  of  the 
East  Suffolk  County  Laboratory  for  this  work  during 
the  year, 

(e)  ITUTRITION. 

The  County  Council  have  extended  their  Milk 
in  Schools  Scheme  so  diat  several  necessitous  children  in 
our  area  benefit  by  the  provision  of  free  milk  in  schools, 

(f)  SHELL-FISH  (MOLLnSCAIJ)  . 

No  beds  exist,  neither  is  there  any  sale  of 
Shell-Fish  in  the  area, 

SECTION  F. 

PREVATEN.CE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 

No  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease 
occurred  during  the  year.  Sixteen  cases  of  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  were  notified  in  the 
County  during  1938  but  this  District  fortunately  remained 
free,  indeed  the  last  case  of  this  disease  notified  in 
Thedwastre  was  in  1918,. 

Only  4  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were 
notified,  they  being: - 

2  Scarlet  Fever  (age  6  years,  18  years,) 

1  Pneumonia  (age  1  year,) 

1  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (age  19  years.) 

These  4  cases  were  treated  at  home  and  recovered, 

31  cases  remained  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (as  under) 


Pulmonary ,  Non-Pulmonary ,  Totw.l . 
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TUBER  C:U  L  0  S  I  S« 

New  cases  and  M o r t a  1  i tjy;  du r i.ng  1  938- 


, 

Nev/ 

Cases, 

1938. 

Deaths,  1938* 

i 

AS® 

Periods* 

Respiratory 

Non-re spiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

/ 

P 

P 

M 

■P 

M  P 

5  - 

15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm  mm 

- 

25 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23  - 

35 

1 

- 

i 

- 

m 

33 

45 

mm 

mm  mm 

43  - 

53 

- 

1 

- 

- 

.mm 

55  - 

63 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

1 

mm  mm 

65  &  upwards. 

1 

.  mm 

- 

1 

- 

•m  W 

TOTALS 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Nil  Nil 
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